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A policy of exclusion is short-sighted and inhumane.
But if the Transvaal choose to place difficulties in the way of British Indians
entering the Colony, although I should deeply regret the decision, I do not believe
that it could resist the case of Indians who came under the Republican law,
which is quite different.

I think that the decision of the Supreme Court ought to be upheld, as it is

impossible for us to assume a position inconsistent with our national dignity

and honour, and to refuse privileges which have been asserted in a court of law.

It is impossible to say that these Indians have not the rights under the British

flag which the Boer law gave them.

I am perfectly certain that the citizens of the Transvaal who value the Imperial
connection will honour the dignity of the British name as much as anybody,
and freely grant such rights

Mr. Lyttelton's remarks are cheering; the only question is whether
he will be strong enough to put them into practice and to withstand the
opposition from the local Government. We have all along been saying
that the treatment meted out to the British Indians since the British
occupation is inconsistent with British dignity and British national
honour. We now find the Colonial Secretary endorsing that view from
his seat in the House of Commons. Let us hope that his deeds will be
as good as good as his words.
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191. A RETROSPECT
We have much pleasure in announcing that the plague restrictions
on the movements of the British Indians within the Transvaal itself, imposed
by the Rand Plague Committee, have been withdrawn, and now Indians
wishing to travel from one place to another in the Colony would no longer
be required to submit to a medical examination and carry travelling
permits. We wish to congratulate our countrymen in the Transvaal on
their deliverance, and more so on the exemplary patience shown by them.
We have always held that the restrictions were totally unnecessary, though
we have, at the same time, also advised that submission was the very best
thing that could be done by them. The plague officially broke out in
the middle of March last and, beyond the first virulent outbreak, it has
never raged in a dangerous form. For the last three months, there have
been only isolated cases, and these confined mostly to the Natives. And
yet for four months and a half, the Indians have laboured under grievous
disadvantages as to their movements. The statistics shew conclusively
that, outside the Indian Location, the plague has been no respecter of
persons, and outside Johannesburg hardly an Indian case has happened.
Some of the districts have been absolutely free from any Indian cases.
Moreover, the authorities have not been able to bring a single complaint
against them. They have shown themselves willing and eager to fall in
with the wishes of the authorities, and even when their houses and effects